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Citizens' Advisory Committee for Special Education
www.smccacse.org


Michele Burnete, Chairperson

Kristi Getson, Co-Vice Chairperson

Beth Smith, Co-Vice Chairperson
Secretary, TBD
Meeting Minutes Monday, September 12, 2011
Members Present:
1. Beth Smith

Greenview Knolls Elementary School

2. Michele Burnette

St. Mary’s County Health Dept.

3. Lauren Burnette

Student Representative

4. Debra Pearce

Supervisor, Department of Special Education, SMCPS

5. Melissa Charbonnet 
Director, Special Education, SMCPS

6. Tracie Chandler

Spring Ridge Middle School

7. Tammy Barrows

Carver Elementary School
8. Anne Fogel

Learning Disabilities Association

9. Melissa Tippett

Mechanicsville Elementary School
10. Rebecca VanEcko
Great Mills High School

11. Mr. Lake

Greenview Knolls Elementary School

1. Call to Order and Introduction of Members began at 7:04 pm.

2. Reviewed and approval for minutes from the July, 2011 CACSE meeting.
3. Old Business:
a. Reviewed ways to “spread word” about CACSE including 

1) School newsletters

2) SIT meetings

3) SAINT meetings

4) PTA meetings

5) Back to school nights

b. Tuesday night works well for most all CACSE members responding to the on line poll.
4. New Business:

a. Michele Burnette to send letter to all principals about CACSE.
b. October is American with Disabilities month.  Soccer team recognized for excellent performance.

c. End Kind Giving:  Each CACSE member is requested to keep a written record of their hours worked for CACSE.  This should include travel, phone, and all other volunteer hours.  A record should be submitted to Mrs. Charbonnet and Michele Burnette.

d. Committee Reports summarization reviewed.

1) 4000 copies of CACSE brochure completed.  

2) Wrights law books and CACSE polo shirts purchased and distributed.

3) CACSE yahoo group deleted.
4) Need to distribute CACSE brochures to all schools for distribution during county fair.  Beth Smith completed task.

5) Table runner purchase approved.

e. An incident questioned the needs of one family requiring a change of a regular education bus stop to accommodate one child.  Discussion was held to determine if CACSE should act in any way regarding this incident.  Further discussion needed if action is to be made by CACSE.

5. Director’s Report:
a. Ms. Charbonnet has actively recruited CACSE representatives.
b. Staffing:  Currently, there is only one vacancy, a teacher for Margaret Brent Middle School.  Continuing to interview.
c. Schools are completing IEP reviews and annual eligibility regarding ESY.

d. Currently, CACSE is the only stand- alone BoE committee.  The requested model from  the superintendent is to have all committees under the respective department, placing CACSE under the Department of  Special Education.  Under the by-laws, CACSE is an advisory board only.  Before any actions can be taken, CACSE must have an approved membership list.  Suggestions by Mrs. Charbonnet:

1) Suggested aligning our membership selection and approval with school calendar.

2) Executive members may want to have executive voting rights.  Meaning if we do not have an approved membership list to use for quorum voting, the executive members can approve necessary actions.
e. Student services makes the calendar  for policy and regulation review.  Even if a law is passed by IDEA, COMAR has about 2 years to align their laws.  Then local counties are given about the same amount of time to align the local regulations.

f. The report to the BOE can be no longer than 15 minutes.  CACSE should include current and past projects as well as goals and objectives.

g. Budget report:  $526.66 left in budget.

Respectfully Submitted,

Beth Smith
Vice Chairperson, CACSE
